Basidiocarps of Hexagonia tenuis were found on a living plant of Nerium odorum in Burdwan, West Bengal, India. Nerium odorum (family Apocynaceae) is reported as a new host of H. tenuis. It is evident that basidiocarp development of H. tenuis is not affected by diameter of the wood of host plants.
Introduction
During a survey of wood-rotting fungi, conducted in West Bengal, India during 2012-2017, basidiocarps of a species of Hexagonia Fr., causing white rot, were observed on wood of a living plant of Nerium odorum Sol. (= Nerium indicum Mill.) of family Apocynaceae. May (2017) suggested that minor variations in morphology between collections from different locations are sufficient to erect new species. So, these basidiocarps were studied morphologically to confirm the identification of the species.
Morphological characters of basidiocarps
Basidiocarps solitary, sessile, dimidiate with narrow base, applanate to flabelliform, slightly concave, 4.0-12.0 × 3.0-8.0 × 0.2-0.3 cm, corky-coriaceous; upper surface ( Fig. 3 ) pale brown to dark brown, some with greyish black colour at the centre, uneven, concentrically striate to zonate; margin entire and thin; hymenial surface ( Fig. 2) greyish, pores hexagonal, 10-12 per cm.
Microscopic characters of basidiocarps
Hyphal system trimitic. Generative hyphae (Fig. 6a) hyaline, thin-walled, branched, clamped, 1.5-3.0 µm wide. Skeletal hyphae (Fig. 6b) subhyaline to yellowish brown, straight or flexuous, thick-walled to solid, occasionally with septa towards the apex, 3.0-6.0 µm wide. Binding hyphae hyaline to subhyaline, thick-walled to solid, much branched, branches mostly short and coralloid (Fig. 6c ), a few freely branched but short ( Fig. 6d) and flexuous, 1.5-3.2 µm wide, reddish brown, thin-walled to slightly thick-walled cuticular cells ( Fig. 6e ) with irregular projections in the crustose area at the base of the pileus surface. Basidia (Fig. 6f ) narrow clavate, 4-sterigmate, 15.0-22.0 × 8.0-10.0 µm. Subhyaline to pale brown cystidioid hyphae formed at apical ends of skeletal hyphae, present more commonly in sterile pore mouths. Basidiospores (Fig. 6g) hyaline, thin-walled, cylindrical, 10.0-15.0 × 4.0-6.0 µm.
Oxidase reactions -Positive on both gallic acid agar (GAA) (Fig. 4) and tannic acid agar (TAA) ( 
Discussion
Hexagonia tenuis causes white rot of its host (Roy & De 1979 , Leite 1994 . Production of a dark zone around the colony in the oxidase test shows that it is a white rot fungus, which confirms that the basidiocarps collected from Nerium odorum is H. tenuis. Hosts of Hexagonia tenuis are listed in Table 1 .
The present study provides the first record of H. tenuis on Nerium odorum. Carissa sp. is the only other plant of Apocynaceae which has been recorded as a host for H. tenuis (Ranadive et al. 2013) . In the present study H. tenuis was found to produce basidiocarps on stems of Nerium odorum of diameter less than 3 cm. However, H. tenuis has also been reported to grow on logs and branches of wider diameter of various trees such as Hevea brasiliensis (Seephueak 2012) and Dimocarpus longan (Anonymous 2015) . Thus, the present observation supports the view of Adarsh et al. (2015) who suggested that some polypores growing on wood of small diameter can usually grow on large logs as well. Hattori & Lee (2003) found that in Malaysia Coriolopsis retropicta, Microporus xanthopus and Trametes mimetes are mostly restricted to twigs or small trunks (<10 cm in diameter), whereas Ganoderma australe, Phellinus lamaensis and Rigidoporus microporus occur on larger substrates. Similarly, in a study in an Andean alder wood in Argentina, Urcelay & Robledo (2004) observed a preference for large diameter logs (25-30 cm) to support fruiting by Trametes cubensis and Phellinus gilvus while Bjerkandera adusta and Lenzites betulina were characterised by having the highest frequency on logs of intermediate diameter (10-15 cm) . Datronia mollis, Hexagonia papyracea, Polyporus tricholoma formed a group that was always found on branches with small diameter (<10 cm).
